
Jeffrey Ulrich                 03.06.2015 
University of Pennsylvania               jeulrich@sas.upenn.edu !

The Reception of Platonic Images in Apuleius’ Metamorphoses: !
I. Phaedrus 229d2: 
 ἐγὼ δέ, ὦ Φαῖδρε, ἄλλως µὲν τὰ τοιαῦτα χαρίεντα ἡγοῦµαι, λίαν δὲ δεινοῦ καὶ ἐπιπόνου  
 καὶ οὐ πάνυ εὐτυχοῦς ἀνδρός, κατ᾽ ἄλλο µὲν οὐδέν, ὅτι δ᾽ αὐτῷ ἀνάγκη µετὰ τοῦτο τὸ  
 τῶν Ἱπποκενταύρων εἶδος ἐπανορθοῦσθαι, καὶ αὖθις τὸ τῆς Χιµαίρας, καὶ ἐπιρρεῖ δὲ  
 ὄχλος τοιούτων Γοργόνων καὶ Πηγάσων καὶ ἄλλων ἀµηχάνων πλήθη τε καὶ ἀτοπίαι  
 τερατολόγων τινῶν φύσεων. 

 But for me, Phaedrus, even though I think such explanations are charming, they are the  
 business of an excessively clever and hard-working and not terribly lucky man, for no  
 other reason than the fact that after [rationalizing this myth] he will have to straighten out 
 the form of the Centaurs, and in turn, that of the Chimaera, and there flows in upon him a  
 whole throng of such creatures, Gorgons and Pegases, and masses of other inconceivable  
 creatures and curiosities of such marvelous natures. 

II. Phaedrus 230a3: 
 σκοπῶ οὐ ταῦτα ἀλλ᾽ ἐµαυτόν, εἴτε τι θηρίον ὂν τυγχάνω Τυφῶνος πολυπλοκώτερον καὶ  
 µᾶλλον  ἐπιτεθυµµένον, εἴτε ἡµερώτερόν τε καὶ ἁπλούστερον ζῷον, θείας τινὸς καὶ  
 ἀτύφου µοίρας φύσει µετέχον. 

 I inspect not these questions but myself: to see whether I happen to be some beast  more  
 complicated and furious than Typhon, or whether I am a gentler and simpler animal, one  
 that partakes of some divine and not puffed up (‘un-Typhonic’) share of nature. 

III. Metamorphoses 1.2: 
! Isto accepto, sititor alioquin novitatis, “Immo vero” inquam “impertite sermone non  
 quidem curiosum, sed qui velim scire vel cuncta vel certe plurima. Simul iugi quod  
 insurgimus aspritudinem fabularum lepida iucunditas levigabit. 

 When I heard that outburst, being a thirster after novelty in general, I said, “No really!  
 Please share your conversation with me! Not that I am curious per se, but I’m the sort  
 who wants to know all things, or at the very least, very many things. At the same time, 
 the charming pleasure of stories will smooth out the harshness of the ridge which we are  
 climbing.” 

!
!
!
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IV.  Metamorphoses 1.3: 
Tu vero crassis auribus et obstinato corde respuis quae forsitan vere perhibeantur. Minus 
hercule calles pravissimis opinionibus ea putari mendacia quae uel auditu noua uel uisu 
rudia uel certe supra captum cogitationis ardua uideantur… !
But you, because of your clogged ears and your stubborn heart reject those things, which 
may perhaps be accurate. You are not at all wise in thinking that it is because of people’s 
distorted notions that those stories which seem new to the ear or unfamiliar to the eye or 
at any rate beyond the mind’s grasp are thought to be lies. !!

V.    
A. Metamorphoses 6.30: (where one of Lucius’ captors compares him to Pegasus):  

 At paulo ante pinnatam Pegasi vincebas celeritatem. 
  
 But a little earlier, you were outstripping the winged speed of Pegasus. !

B. Metamorphoses 8.16: (where Lucius refers to Pegasus to describe his own speed): 
 Denique mecum ipse reputabam Pegasum inclutum illum metu magis volaticum fuisse  
 ac per hoc merito pinnatum proditum, dum in altum et adusque caelum sussilit ac resultat, 
 formidans scilicet igniferae morsum Chimaerae. !
 And it was at that time I realized that the famous Pegasus was flying more out of fear,  
 and it is for that reason that he was rightly reported to be winged, since he jumped  
 and leapt up into the air and all the way to heaven, presumably fearing the bite of the fire- 
 breathing Chimaera.  !!!
VI.    Metamorphoses 11.8: 
 …et asinum pinnis agglutinatis adambulantem cuidam seni debili, ut illum quidem  
 Bellerophontem, hunc autem diceres Pegasum, tamen rideres utrumque !
 …and [I saw] an ass with wings affixed to its back walking beside a certain feeble old  
 man, with the result that you would call the latter Bellerophon and the former Pegasus,  
 but you would laugh at both. !!!!!!
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VII. Metamorphoses 11.15: 
! Multis et variis exanclatis laboribus magnisque Fortunae tempestatibus et maximis  
 actus procellis ad portum quietis et aram misericordiae tandem, Luci, venisti: nec tibi  
 natales ac ne dignitas quidem, vel ipsa qua flores usquam doctrina profuit, sed lubrico  
 virentis aetatulae ad serviles delapsus voluptates, curiositatis improsperae sinistrum  
 praemium reportasti. !
 After having endured many and various toils, and driven by the great tempests of  
 Fortune and the most powerful winds, Lucius, you have finally come to the harbor of  
 rest and the altar of mercy. Neither your lineage nor indeed your dignity, nor even that  
 very learning in which you excel has benefitted you at all, but at the precarious   
 point of man’s age you slipped into servile pleasures and you received the troublesome  
 reward for your unpropitious curiosity.!!
VIII.  Republic 10.620c: 
! κατὰ τύχην δὲ τὴν Ὀδυσσέως λαχοῦσαν πασῶν ὑστάτην αἱρησοµένην ἰέναι, µνήµῃ δὲ  
 τῶν προτέρων πόνων φιλοτιµίας λελωφηκυῖαν ζητεῖν περιιοῦσαν χρόνον πολὺν βίον  
 ἀνδρὸς ἰδιώτου ἀπράγµονος… !
 And by chance, the soul of Odysseus drew its lot last of all and came forward to make  
 its choice; mindful of its previous toils and taking a rest from ambition, it went around  
 for a long time looking for the life of a private citizen with no interest in public affairs.!!
IX.   Metamorphoses 9.13: 
! Nec ullum uspiam cruciabilis vitae solacium aderat, nisi quod ingenita mihi curiositate  
 recreabar…Nec immerito priscae poeticae divinus auctor apud Graios summae   
 prudentiae virum monstrare cupiens, multarum civitatium obitu et variorum populorum  
 cognitu summas adeptum virtutes cecinit. Nam et ipse gratas gratias asino meo memini,  
 quod me suo celatum tegmine variisque fortunis exercitatum, etsi minus prudentem,  
 multiscium reddidit.  !
 There was no solace anywhere for my excruciating life, except for the fact that I was  
 refreshed by my inborn curiosity… And it is not without reason that the divine creator of  
 ancient poetry among the Greeks, when he desired to represent a man of the greatest  
 prudence, sang of a man who acquired the greatest virtues by visiting many cities and  
 coming to know various peoples. For I too remember my time as an ass with thankful  
 gratitude, because covered by its hide and taught by various fortunes, it made me   
 knowledgeable of many things, if not prudent. !!!!
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X. Odyssey 1.3: 
 πολλῶν δ᾽ ἀνθρώπων ἴδεν ἄστεα καὶ νόον ἔγνω… !
 He saw the cities of many men and knew their minds… !
XI.  Republic 10.621b7: 
! καὶ οὕτως, ὦ Γλαύκων, µῦθος ἐσώθη καὶ οὐκ ἀπώλετο, καὶ ἡµᾶς ἂν σώσειεν, ἂν   
 πειθώµεθα αὐτῷ… !
 And so, Glaucon, myth was saved and was not lost, and it would save us too, if we  
 believe it… !
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